Orlando Sentinel 


TRUSTED. BALANCED. LOCAL. 


* FINAL EDITION R 


Tuesday, January 2, 2018 


Weather 


8 A.M.: 44° 

2 P.M.: 53° 

5 B.M.: 52° 

CHANCE OF RAIN: 20% 
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LOCAL & STATE 


RED HUBER/STAFF 


@ HAPPY NEW YEAR 
and happy birthday to 
Ava McKenzie Mann, 
the first Central Florida 
baby to be born on the 
first day of 2018. B1 


@ A FLORIDA FAMILY 
from Pinellas County is 
among the victims of 
this weekend’s deadly 
airplane crash in Costa 
Rica. Bl 


@ LOOKING FORA 
WARM PLACE to hang 
out today? You’re not 
alone — manatees are 
doing the same in Volu- 
sia County. B2 


NATION & WORLD 


MATHEW SUMNER/AP 


© SOME CALIFOR- 
NIANS probably will 
have a happier new year 
than others since recre- 
ational marijuana is now 
legal there. A3 


@ ISRAEL’S RULING 
Likud Party has unani- 
mously endorsed a reso- 
lution calling for the 
annexation of West 
Bank settlements. A6 


SPORTS 

© POOR SHOOTING, 
stagnant halfcourt of- 
fenses and subpar pass- 
ing mean the Orlando 
Magic fall to the Brook- 
lyn Nets, 98-95. C3 


@ As THE JAGS prep for 
the Bills on Sunday, 
Jacksonville’s Marcell 
Dareus prepares to face 
his old team. C3 


@ NFL COACHES — 
who’s in, who’s out. C4 


UCF 34 


$2.00 


ceeuta 


Auburn 27 


ERFECT FINISH 
TASTES SO SWEET 


In Orlando l 


Notre Dame 21 ATLANTA - We now present to you the real 
LSUTr college football national champions — the UCF 
Knights. 
Undefeated. 
Untied. 
Unbelievable. 


In Pasadena, Calif. 
Georgia 54 
Oklahoma 48, 2 OT 


too. 


In New Orleans 
Alabama 24 
Clemson 6 


UCF 34, Big, bad SEC powerhouse Auburn 27. 

Afterward, as the confetti rained down and thou- 
sands of euphoric fans chanted, “Un-De-Feat-Ed! 
Un-De-Feat-Ed!” UCF’s players donned T-shirts 
declaring they are the 2018 Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl 
champions. Actually, they are more than that. 

Much, much more. 

This unbelievable, inconceivable UCF team will not only go down as the greatest in 
school history with a perfect 13-0 record; they should go down as national champions, 
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Members of the UCF football team celebrate after their Peach Bowl win Monday against vaunted SEC 
opponent Auburn capped off the first unbeaten season in school history, as the Knights finished 13-0. 


After Peach Bowl triumph, 
crown UCF national champs 


COMMENTARY 


MIKE I BIANGHI 
Sentinel Columnist 


Who cares what the College Football Playoff cartel, er, committee says? All they 


E Wrap-around section on UCF’s victory, more bowl coverage in sports, Section C 


Orlando doctor opens direct-pay clinic 


Goal: Make health care 
affordable to help the 


uninsured, underinsured 


BY NASEEM S. MILLER 
Staff Writer 


Precious Tanksley was driving 


past a strip mall in Apopka when a 
sign caught her eye. 


“FREE Doctor Visits with $30 


Monthly Membership? 


Tanksley, 42, is uninsured and 
suffers from a host of health com- 
plications, including chronic gas- 
trointestinal issues. Because she’s 
self-employed and has a modest 
income, she falls in the state’s 
Medicaid gap: she doesn’t qualify 
for Medicaid or Obamacare, and 
she can’t afford regular insurance. 

So until about six months ago, 
when she saw the sign on the 
window of the MyDoc office on 
South Orange Blossom Trail, 


emergency rooms were her point 
of care. 

And her hospital bills have 
been piling up. 

“Tm so far in debt, it’s ridicu- 
lous,” she said on a recent after- 
noon sitting at the MyDoc clinic 
after finishing her visit with Dr. 
Osman Farooq, who founded the 
clinic in early 2017 

Farooq is a critical care special- 
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Region 
swelters 


through 
hot 2017 


Year continues recent 
trend of record heat 


By KEVIN SPEAR 
Staff Writer 


Central Florida’s weather 
this year was among the warm- 
est on record - again. 

Many residents, however, ar- 
en’t much aware that 2017, as 
with the previous two years, 
was exceptional, according to 
record keeping for Orlando 
from the late 1800s. 

“I didn’t really notice a dif- 
ference,” said Paige Hay, a 
downtown resident. “Maybe it 
was more humid.” 

Hay’s observation is spot-on 
with weather and climate ex- 
perts. 

The higher temperatures 
during the past three years 
haven’t been due to thermome- 
ter-busting afternoons but 
have been largely the result of 
nights that aren’t cooling off as 
much as they did in the past. 

But that’s when most Cen- 
tral Floridians are in bed, with 
air conditioners running and 
oblivious to the sultry condi- 
tions. 

“It’s prolonged heat but not 
extreme heat like we saw in 
1998, when we had high-tem- 
perature records being broken 
left and right,” said Derrick 


Please turn to HOT, All 


New year, 
old issues 
for Congress 


By Lisa MASCARO 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Con- 
gress returns to work this week 
with unfinished business on 
spending, immigration and 
other crucial issues, but with 
an even narrower GOP major- 
ity that will make it tougher to 
move on President Donald 
Trump’s agenda. 

The House and Senate will 
convene Wednesday, swearing 
in the newly elected Demo- 
cratic senator from Alabama, 
Doug Jones, and Minnesota’s 
Tina Smith to replace Sen. Al 
Franken, another Democrat, 
who is resigning as the latest 
high-profile public figure side- 
lined by allegations of sexual 
misconduct. Jones’ election 
gives the GOP only a one-vote 
margin in the Senate. 

Trump, fresh off passage of 
the GOP tax bill, is pushing 
lawmakers to pivot quickly on 
his new year priorities of infra- 
structure investment and im- 
migration, as well as his foreign 
policy agenda. 

But another legislative vic- 
tory for Republicans seems far 
off. 


Please turn to CONGRESS, A3 


Voices & Opinion 


@ FRONT BURNER: What party should Latinos get behind? AM4 
© PERSPECTIVES: End of year builds perspective on politics. A14 
@ PEOPLE’s PHARMACY: Anti-flu meds can battle infections. B4 
@ Ask Amy: Man should own sordid piece of his history. B5 

© Omar KELLY: Doling out grades for Dolphins’ finale. C4 


ISLE DELIGHTS 


What To Do Today 


Local anthropologist Barbara Wavell shares art from her private collec- 
tion in “Island Objects: Art and Adaptation in Micronesia,” on exhibit at 
the Albin Polasek Museum and Sculpture Gardens in Winter Park. 
From 10 a.m.-4 p.m., admission is $10 for adults, $8 for seniors and 
college students, $3 for grades K-12. Details: POLASEK.ORG 
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WWW. w.GreenwayFord. com 


@ East Colonial & The Greenway | 9001 East Colonial Drive 
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$1,500 FORD REBATE 
onall NEW 2017 FORDS except 
Fiesta And Super- -duties 


With Approved Ford Credit Financing - $13.95 per $1,000 financed 
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PAYMENTS 


UNTIL 


me. MARCH 2018 


With approval from 
Ford Credit. 


407.745-0854 


Browse Over 1500 New And Used Vehicles In Stock. | Hablamos Espanol 
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